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Status 

1)S Responsive to communication(s) filed on 19 March 2007 . 
2a)E><] This action is FINAL. 2b)Q This action is non-final. 

3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayie, 1935 CD. 1 1 , 453 O.G. 213. 
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4) S Claim(s) 1.3-7 and 9-25 is/are pending in the application. 
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5) D Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) E3 Claim(s) 1.3-7.9-12 and 25 is/are rejected; 

7) D Claim(s) is/are objected to. 

8) D Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers \ 

9) D The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10) D The drawing(s) filed on is/are: a)D accepted or b)D objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1 .85(a). 
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application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
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DETAILED ACTION 
Response to Arguments 

1 . Applicant's reply filed on 3/1 9/2007 is acknowledged. Current pending claims are 

1, 3-7, and 9-25. Claims 2 and 8 have been canceled. Claims 1-10, 12, and 14 have 
been amended. Claims 13-24 were previously withdrawn as being drawn to a non- 
elected invention. Claim 25 is new. Claims 1 and 7 are amended. Claims 3-6 and 9-12 
are original. 

2, Applicant's arguments and amendments, filed 3/19/2007, have been fully 
considered and are not persuasive in regards to the 102(b) rejections of claims 1-3, 6-9, 
and 12 over Vona, Jr. et al. (US Patent No. 4205540); the 102 (b) rejections of claims 1- 

3, 5-9, and 1 1-12 over Vona, Jr. et al. (US Patent No. 4160367); and the 102 (b) 
rejections of claims 1-12 over Morimasa et al. (Japanese Patent Application Publication 
08-206390). These rejections are maintained. 

3. The applicant has amended the independent claims 1 and 7 to include "an 
annular space defined between the tub and the basket, said annular space in fluid 
communication with said reservoir" and the corresponding controller detail which is 
configured to deliver additive "by delivering the diluted additive to said annular space". 
The applicant argues that the references do not teach these features. The examiner 
disagrees -- Vona, Jr. et al. (US Patent No. 4205540); Vona, Jr. et al. (US Patent No. 
4160367); and Morimasa et al. (Japanese Patent Application Publication 08-206390) all 
have perforated inner baskets; therefore, the liquid discharged into the perforated 
basket is in fluid communication with the outer tub - and the annular space between. 
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4. It should be noted that the applicant is arguing that the prior art does not teach 
"an additive dispensing system configured to deliver diluted additive to an annular space 
defined between a tub and a basket such that the additive is not directly applied to the 
articles within the basket ". However, the applicant has not claimed this detail nor a 
structure that requires this;_therefore, this argument has no weight. It is suggested that 
the applicant claim this detail - especially the structure of the dispenser as shown in 
Fig. 2 of the specification to overcome the rejections. 

Remarks 

5. For purposes of examination, "top cover" in claim 1 is assumed to be the top 
cover 54 of the washing machine described in the applicant's specification, paragraph 
[0022], Fig. 3. This assumption was confirmed as correct in the applicant's reply filed on 
3/19/2007. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

6. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 (JSC. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

7. Claims 3-4 and 9-10 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as 
being indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter 
which applicant regards as the invention. These claims are dependent on canceled 
claims. For purposes of examination, claims 3-4 are assumed to be dependent on 
claim 1 and claims 9-10 are assumed to be dependent on claim 7. 
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8. Claim 25 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being indefinite 
for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which applicant 
regards as the invention. The term "snap-fit" engagement is not clear. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

9. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

10. Claims 1-3, 6-9, and 12 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
unpatentable by Vona, Jr. et al. (US Patent No. 4205540). 

1 1 . Vona, Jr. et al. teaches an additive dispensing system 60 for a washing machine 
10 including a tub 26, for holding wash liquid, and a basket 28, for holding articles to be 
washed. An annular space is defined between the tub and the basket with the annular 
space in fluid communication with said reservoir - see perforated inner basket, Fig. 1. 
The additive dispensing system 60 includes a top cover 15; a reservoir 62 removably 
coupled to the top cover 15 - by means of threaded fastening members (Column 2, 
Lines 65-70); a water valve 1 15 (solenoid valve) coupled to reservoir 62; and a 
controller 14 coupled to the water valve 115 (solenoid valve) and configured to control 
the water valve to introduce water into the reservoir 62 and initiate delivery of the diluted 
additive at a predetermined time during the wash cycle (Column 4, Lines 5-26). A 
siphon-type tubular conduit 1 10 is coupled to reservoir 62 and delivers a diluted additive 
to the washing machine tub 26 (outer washer laundering container)(Column 3, Lines 40- 
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46) between the basket 28 and the tub 26 - to the annular space between the tub and 
basket, Fig. 1. The top cover 15 includes an opening 64 (top fill opening) which is in 
fluid communication with the reservoir 62 for introducing additive into the reservoir 62 
(Column 2, Lines 51-60). 

12. Claims 1-3, 5-9, and 11-12 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
unpatentable by Vona, Jr. et al. (US Patent No. 4160367). 

13. Vona, Jr. et al. teaches an additive dispensing system 60 for a washing machine 
10 including a tub 26, for holding wash liquid, and a basket 28, for holding articles to be 
washed. An annular space is defined between the tub and the basket with the annular 
space in fluid communication with said reservoir - see perforated inner basket, Fig. 1 . 
The additive dispensing system 60 includes a top cover 12, a reservoir 62 removably 
coupled to the top cover 12 - by means of threaded fastening members (Column 2, 
Lines 60-70); a water valve 150 (solenoid valve) coupled to reservoir 62; and a 
controller 156 coupled to the water valve 150 (solenoid valve) and configured to control 
the water valve to introduce water into the reservoir 62 and initiate delivery of the diluted 
additive at a predetermined time during the wash cycle (Column 5, Lines 49-70). A 
siphon-type tubular conduit 78 is coupled to reservoir 62 and delivers a diluted additive 
to the washing machine tub 26 (water container)(Column 3, Lines 3-19) between the 
basket 28 and the tub 26 - to the annular space between the tub and basket, Fig. 1 . 
The reservoir 62 includes an overflow port 82 (notched-out weir portion)(Column 3, 
Lines 30-38). The top cover 12 includes an opening 64 (elongated fill opening) which is 
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in fluid communication with the reservoir 62 for introducing additive into the reservoir 62 
(Column 2, Lines 51-60). 

14. Claims 1-12 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being unpatentable by 
Morimasa et al. (Japanese Patent Application Publication No. 08-206390). 

1 5. Morimasa et al. teaches an additive dispensing system 22 for a washing machine 
including a tub 4, for holding wash liquid, and a basket 7, for holding articles to be 
washed. An annular space is defined between the tub and the basket with the annular 
space in fluid communication with said reservoir - see perforated inner basket, 
paragraph [0015] of English machine translation. The additive dispensing system 22 
includes a top cover 18, a reservoir 26 removably coupled to the top cover 18 - Figs. 1- 
2, a water valve 31 (feed valve) coupled to reservoir 26; and a controller 21 coupled to 
the water valve 31 (feed valve) and configured to control the water valve to introduce 
water into the reservoir 26 and initiate delivery of the diluted additive at a predetermined 
time during the wash cycle (paragraph [0034]). A siphon-type tubular conduit 59-60 is 
coupled to reservoir 26 and delivers a diluted additive to the washing machine tub 4, 
(paragraph [0020]), between the basket 7 and the tub 4 - to the annular space between 
the tub and basket, paragraph [0015] of English machine translation. The reservoir 26 
includes an overflow port 55. The top cover 18 includes an opening, Fig. 6, which is in 
fluid communication with the reservoir 26 for introducing additive into the reservoir 26. 
The reservoir 26 includes a removable cover 57 coupled to top cover 18 and the conduit 
59-60 is a siphon tube, Fig. 1 , coupled to removable cover 57. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

16. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 1 02 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

17. Claim 25 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Vona, 
Jr. et al. (US Patent No. 4160367). 

18. Vona, Jr. et al. teaches an additive dispensing system 60 for a washing machine 
10 including a tub 26, for holding wash liquid, and a basket 28, for holding articles to be 
washed. The additive dispensing system 60 includes a top cover 12, a reservoir 62 
removably coupled to the top cover 12 - by means of threaded fastening members 
(Column 2, Lines 60-70); a water valve 150 (solenoid valve) coupled to reservoir 62; 
and a controller 156 coupled to the water valve 150 (solenoid valve) and configured to 
control the water valve to introduce water into the reservoir 62 and initiate delivery of the 
diluted additive at a predetermined time during the wash cycle (Column 5, Lines 49-70). 

19. Vona, Jr. et al. does not teach a reservoir in "snap-fit" engagement with the top 
cover; however, it has been held that making elements separable would have been 
obvious (In re Dulberg 129 USPQ 148). Also, an obvious choice in design has been 
held unpatentable (In re Kuhle 188 USPQ 7). IT would have been obvious to one of 
ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to modify Vona Jr. et al. to create an 
easily removable/installable detergent reservoir of the snap-fit type for easy cleaning. 
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Conclusion 

20. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. Eichmann et al. (US Patent No. 4700554) and Piatt et al. (US 
Patent No. 4467627) teach siphon-type dispensing units, and Herrnan-Latack et al. (US 
Patent No. 5875655) teaches an overflow dam in a dispenser. 

21 . THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the extension of time 
policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1:1 36(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1.136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the mailing date of this final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Jason P. Riggleman whose telephone number is 571- 
272-5935. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F, 8:30-5:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Michael Barr can be reached on 571-272-1414. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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Examiner 
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